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Applicants: 
Title: 

Application No. 
Examiner: 
Docket No.: 



Ibrahim Abdulhalim et al. 

Periodic Patterns and Technique to Control Misalignment Between Two 
Layers 

10/682,544 Filing Date: October 8, 2003 



Zandra V. Smith 
TNCR.196US1 



Group Art Unit: 2877 
Conf.No.: 9738 



Dear Sir: 

Transmitted herewith are the following documents in the above-identified application: 

(1) Return Receipt Postcard; 

(2) This Transmittal Letter (1 page); 

(3) Response to Office Action (5 pages); and 

(4) Copy of Preliminary Amendment (5 pages) 

(5) Copy of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/0149782 Al (18 pages) 



Please charge any additional fees required and credit any overpayment to our 
Deposit Account No. 502664. 



Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR 1 .8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope address to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-145^ onJuly 29, 2004. 
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Atty. Docket No.: TNCR.196US1 

In The United States Patent And Trademark Office 

Ibrahim Abdulhalim et al. 



Title: Periodic Patterns and Technique to Control Misalignment Between Two 

Layers 

Application No. : 1 0/682,544 Filing Date: October 8, 2003 

Examiner: Zandra V. Smith Group Art Unit: 2877 

Docket No.: TNCR.196US1 Conf. No.: 9738 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the office action mailed June 29, 2004 setting a period for 
response expiring on July 29, 2004. 

The above-identified continuation application was amended prior to examination by 
the Preliminary Amendment filed on October 8, 2003, in which claims 1-54 were cancelled 
and replaced with new claims 55-76. The Preliminary Amendment filed on October 8, 2003 
was apparently entered, according to PAIR. A courtesy copy of the Preliminary Amendment 
is attached for the examiner's convenience. The office action mailed June 29, 2004 refers to 
cancelled claims 1-54 rather than the claims 55-76 now pending in the application. However, 
to more completely comply with the rules for claim cancellation and adding new claims, the 
status of the cancelled and pending claims is further clarified in the Amendment to the Claims 
section hereinbelow. The claims as set forth below are the same as those in the Preliminary 
Amendment filed on October 8, 2003. 
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